CHAPTER III.

STORIES IN THE NAMES OF PLACES.

THE stories which the names of places can tell us
are many more in number, and even more wonder-
ful, than the stories in the names of people. Some
places have very old names, and others have quite
new' ones, and the names have been given for all
sorts of different reasons. If we take the names of
the continents, we find that some of them come
from far-off times, and were given by men who
knew very little of what the world was like. The
names Europe and Asia were given long ago by
sailors belonging to the Semitic race (the race
to which the Jews belong), who sailed up and down
the ^Egean Sea, and did not venture to leave its
waters. All the land which lay to the west they
called Ereb, which was their word for " sunset/' or
" west," and the'land to the east they called Acu,
which meant " sunrise/' or " east;" and later, when
men knew more about these lands, these names,
changed a little, remained as the names of the great
continents, Europe and Asia.
Africa, too, is an old name, though not so old as